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President’s Letter

Another year is ending and as T write this letter, I am
preparing to meet some of you at ovr annual meeting at the
Fleetwood Muscum here in New Jersey. It is a happy
prospect to anticipate meeting old friends and new. [ have
just returned from another trip that my wife has permitted
me. It was based on an invitation from Rolf Fricke to speak
to the Leica Socicty about the Zeiss lenses that have
appeared on their screw-mount cameras and the contradic-
tions that the subject entails. 1 took advantage of bemg m
the Midwest to extend my trip to Lubbock, Texas, where |
met with one of our newest members, Fritz Jacobsmeier,
who is a special member in a particular way. He was an
apprentice at Carl Zeiss Jena from 1937 to 1940 and
returned there for a short time immediately after the war
e and his wife Marga were kind enough to listen to two
days of questions about his days there from this interested
party. It was quite informative and will be part of future
material that I will be sending to our cditor.

I have also just heard from my friend Hans Jirgen
Kue with good news, After many fits and starts, his two
books entitled *On the Trail of the Contax,” parts I & II,
have been transtated into English and will be available in
late November at about $35 each. They are already lisied
on the web page of member Petra Kellers at

7eiss Historica Society members can now get a 10%
discount from the price of these and all other books
ordered from Camerabooks. Just write “Zeiss Historica
10% discount™ in the message hox during checkout,

1 have not heard from meore than two members with
regard to a possible Zeiss IHistorica mecting in the
Frankfurt area of Germany in April or October of 2004.
This meeting would be an occasion to see many interest-
g Zeiss prototypes. If no one is interested in a meeting,
then we shall certainly not have one, but if you are intes-
ested, please let me know when you receive this issue.

There is also a possibility of a meeting in Germany,
in September 2004, of the Binocular Collectors group that
met in San Diego last February . It would be in conjunc-

tion with the Wehrtechnische Studiensammlung in
Koblenz. where the museum for historical military items 1s
located. Kablenz is in central Germany not far from
Cologne (Kaln). 1t would be a very large oceasion and
well worth a visit from binocular and optical munitions
collectors. Contact me for further information since this 1s
in is formative slages.

[ have prepared a few articles for a Japanese maga-
zine that have been translated by long-time member Fritz
Takeda with regard to the Zeiss Historica Society and in
particular the history of the Contax camera. These are not
items that will be published in the Journal because we try
to make all of our articles original and siand-alone so that
you are not getting material that has been published else-
where. Even the important articles by Bernd Otto are sig-
nificant updates of material that he had published some
vears ago. 1f you have new material or information,
please forward it to John Scott, our editor, whose informa-
tign is on our masthead.

[ike most other groups of mstrument and camera
enthusiasts, our numbers are dwindling. The changes that
I made this year with regard to publishing and the addi-
tional labor performed by our editor have made this year a
positive one financially. However, those of us who per-
form work arc a small group, and any loss there may
doom the society. Please make the effort to become a par-
ticipating member. 1 was one of the youngest at the
founding meetings in 1979 and now 1 am the chicf cook,
bottle washer etc. Personal situations may force my move
from this location and this job but there is no one to take
my place. [ am not looking to quit but you know what
will happen if that beer truck happens 10 {ind me one dark
night. We need to be prepared. If you have any mterest,
please let me know.

You may contact me via the usual means at my
email address (Ingubas(a optonline net) or telephotie 973-
366-2420.

Have a warm winter.



Zeiss binoculars — The early years

Jack Kelly, Brush Prairie, Washington

Zeiss produced “‘Feldstechers,” or “field piercers,” from
1894 through 1908, a period that saw continued and detailed evolution
of these early binoculars and monoculars.

1893 Ernst Abbe secured German Patents
numbered 77086 and 76735 m the name
of Carl Zeiss Optical Works. These
patents covered the design of a new
prism binocular that revolutionized the
world of field glasses. No longer was the
observer limited by a narrow field of
view or low magnificatton. With the
new compact design, magnifications of
8, 10 or even 12x were possible and still
the field of view was better than the old
Galilean design.

Demand grew rapidly. From a mod-
est start of 205 units produced in 1894,
more than 125,000 had been turmed out
by 1907. During the Boer War
(1899-1902), British troops found
themselves ill equipped for war on the
veldt and desperate for Zeiss prism
binoculars to spot the enemy. Many offi-
cers purchased their own Zeiss binocu-
lars, and some even equipped their
troops out of their own pur.:ka:l:-;.l The
Zeigs prism binocular established a new

performance standard for ficld glasses.

Collectors refer to the first series of
binoculars from Zeiss as “Feldstechers”
(loosely translated from the German as
“field piercer’”) simply because that is
how they are labeled. Figure 1 shows a
group of nine Feldstechers plus a
monocular of the same family.

All Feldstechers are characterized by
a construction method whereby the two
telescope tubes are connected by & sepa-
rately manufactured hinge fastened to
cach tube with screws (figure 2). Adjust-
ing hinocular alignment (collimating) is
accomplished by loosening the screws
and moving the tubes until the images
from each side merge into a single
image for the observer. It is an interest-
ing scries to collectors, not just because
it was the first Zeiss prism binocular but
also because of the many variations that
exist.

The first offering from Zeiss as
described in an 1894 catﬁingg consisted

et

of six models: three Feldstechers (binoc-
ulars) in 4x11, 6%15 and §=20 size, and
three stereo telescopes, 6, 8, and 10~
(figure 3). The binoculars are remark-
ably similar to what we find on the mar-
ket today. but the stereo telescopes have
disappeared and never really made
much of an impact except in military
applications. The binoculars sold in
1894 for 120, 140 and 160 marks
respectively, a very expensive item in its
day. In the first abbreviated year of pro-
duction (the binoculars were introduced
part way through the year) 205 units
were produced. By 1896 you could pur-
chase monocular versions of the Feld-
stecher, the 6x sterco telescope had been
dropped from the catalog and the 4x11
binocular was replaced with a 4x14
model offering greater light-gathering
ability.” Production increased to 2775
units in 1896 for a cumulative total of
4251 Feldstechers since the binocular
was introduced.’






